














HEADQUARTERS

GREENVILLE AIR FORCE BASE
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER
GREENVILLE. MISSISSIPPI

TO: All Personnel, Military and Civilian

It gives me great pride to look back over the few short months
of 1951 and to realize the great transformation which has taken place
at Greenville Air Force Base. Such an accomplishment reflects credit
upon those who have worked long and hard to mold an entirely new
operation under a World War II concept of contract training.

Greenville was selected as the first site for civilian operation
and has proven itself to be first in many phases of the expanded pilot
training program, The training given here is believed to be the finest
in the Air Force., Everyone responsible has a right to feel proud of
the results achieved.

My sincere congratulations are extended to all those employees of
Graham Aviation, to the permanent military personnel and to our finished
product -- the students who have graduated here,
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NOEL T. CUMBAA
Colonel, USAF
Commanding
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Chi social fraternity.

He began his military career in col-
lege, graduating from Advanced ROTC
with' a commission as second lieutenant,
Infantry Reserve. Col. Cumbaa entered
the Air Force in October, 1940, and
received his wings and commission at
Maxwell Field, Ala., in May, 1941.

He served as Air Force supervisor at
two of the civilian contract primary fly-
ing schools prior to going overseas and
combat. One of these schools was the
Mississippi Institute of Aeronauties at
Jackson, Miss.

In 1944 Col. Cumbaa was assigned to
the 95th Bombardment Group (B-17’s)
of the Eighth Air Force in England and
flew 19 combat missions over Germany.
He served as operations officer, and
holds the Distinguished Flying Cross and
the Air Medal.

At the close of hostilities in Europe, he returned to this coun-
try and was assigned to the Personnel Section of the Strategic Air *
Command in Washington, D. C. He served with this command
for two years and then attended the Air Command and Staff School
at Maxwell AFB, Ala., in 1947 and 1948.

More recently, Col. Cumbaa returned from a tour of duty in
Alaska as Director of Plans for the Alaskan Air Command.
He was serving as Deputy Commander of the 3510th Air Base
Group at Randolph Airforce Base, Tex., when he was transferred
to Greenville and given command of the 3300th Training Squadron

(contract flying).






























































































































































































































